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Great Depression Brochure Overview


Causes of the Great Depression


Methods used by US Govt. to deal with it


Challenges of New Deal


Results and Impacts of New Deal


Eleanor Roosevelt connections
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Book Review Back Panel





She was very supportive of the New Deal and even after FDR’s death she continued to support the New Deal coalition.


The first “First Lady” to hold weekly press conferences and wrote in a syndicated newspaper column.


She had a heavy travel schedule making personal appearances at labor meetings to assure Depression-era workers that the White House had forgotten them.


She also became an advocate of the rights of the poor, minorities and disadvantaged.


During the New Deal era she became a champion for civil rights and she felt everyone (black or white) should have equal access to New Deal programs.
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Methods to dealing with the Great Depression (Hoover & Roosevelt)


Hoover Approach 


Didn’t want people dependent on US Govt. and encouraged volunteerism. 


Felt state and local govt. should take care of problem.


At the end of his term he decided that US govt. intervention was needed.


Passed the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act which is often blamed for deepening the depression.


Increased farmer’s subsidies and provided unemployment assistance towards the end of his term.




















Roosevelt Approach


Felt the federal govt. needed to get the country out of the depression. 


Organized a “brain trust” to deal help with recovery efforts.


Coined the “New Deal” plan and the “First New Deal” dealt with short-term recovery programs for society and this was done the by passage of banking reform laws, emergency relief programs, and agricultural programs.


The “Second New Deal” included union protection programs, Social Security Act and programs to aid tenant farmers and migrant workers.


These programs include the following: (FDIC, FHA, TVA, Social Security and SEC).


Challenges of the “New Deal”


Several programs were ruled as unconstitutional.


Created a very powerful president that led Congress.


There was a heavy debt burden being accumulated by all the New Deal programs.


There was a departure from the capitalism as we knew it to a new realm which created big government bureaucracy.


Results of the New Deal


Regulatory measures were set into place which helped stabilize previous areas which had caused problems in our economy (stock market and banking system).


Increased the power of the federal government.


The New Deal was the inspiration    of Johnson’s Great Society in the 1960’s.


New Deal produced a new political coalition that sustained the Democratic Party as majority party in national politics.
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Causes of the Great Depression & Affects on Average People


The Stock Market Crash of 1929


Bank failures


Reduction in Purchasing Across the Board 


Drought conditions


American economic policy with Europe


Over production of crops and manufactured goods


Many people purchased items on credit during the “good times”


Disparity of wealth between the rich and poor


People lost their jobs and homes


People turned to crime to maintain a living


Families were broken up


People didn’t have money to buy food or clothing items



























































