American Revolution Unit Plan

Murray Hardin
Descriptive Characteristics

Unit Title: American Revolution
Grade Level:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Number of Days Required: 10
Unit Overview: SW learn about the Revolution and, through the 2 weeks, the children will work cooperatively to form a team (English or colonist) and debate their position. Culminating activity will incorporate a foldable timeline and debate of the two sides.
Scope and Sequence

------------------------------------ Week One: Developing a Strategy ------------------------------------

Week 1, Day 1 Theme: History of the Revolution
Objectives:

· 5) 1.4 A. comprehend, build, and extend vocabulary using 1. context clues (e.g., definitions, examples) [PS/NS 1.5.4] E. build vocabulary using 1. pictures [NS 1.5.4] 

· (5) 1.5 A. apply knowledge of content-specific vocabulary in text to build comprehension  [PS/NS 1.5.5] 

· H2.5.7 Identify the causes, key events, and people of the American Revolution.

· H2.5.8 Explain the relationship between the American colonies and England, and discuss its impact on independence.    

Activities:

TW read aloud If You Lived at the Time of the Revolution and George vs. George.  Lead a discussion with a Double Bubble Thinking Map/Venn diagram.  After generating multiple ideas, SW volunteer to choose to be a character for either side.

Introduce the roles of the colonists, English, and discuss and give examples of each.  SW will be split into 2 groups--colonists and English--each group will study each position and decide upon their evaluation of what makes each effective.

Video Stream examples of Revolutionary Era videos to give a more realistic aspect/viewpoint of what it might really look like.  SW then generate some ideas to create and validate their viewpoints.

SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 1, Day 2 Theme: Group Planning
Objectives:

· H2.5.7 Identify the causes, key events, and people of the American Revolution.

· H2.5.8 Explain the relationship between the American colonies and England, and discuss its impact on independence.    

Activities:

TW read American Revolution Eyewitness Books by Stuart Murray portions from Life in British America through Unrest becomes Revolution.  SW take notes.

SW, in their group, begin setting agendas based upon what they read the previous night for homework and during classtime.  SW build a defense to base their rights as either the English leader of the colonies as opposed to the right of free rule.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 1, Day 3 Theme: In the History books...
Objectives:

· H2.5.7 Identify the causes, key events, and people of the American Revolution.
· H3.5.1 Compare and/or contrast the daily lives of children throughout the United States, both past and present.

Activities:

TW read You Wouldn’t Want to Be at the Boston Tea Party and video stream Liberty's Kids Boston Tea Party. Whole group discuss.

TW introduce the chapter in the Social Studies Houghtin Mifflin text  Causes of the Revolution and Chapter 8 The War for Independence. SW read in their groups and use Thinking Maps to compare the life of children today with the children of the Revolutionary Era.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 1, Day 4 Theme: Estimation
Objectives:

· (5)1.24 use estimation and mental computation in appropriate situations to solve problems
· (5)1.19 generate and solve addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division problems using whole numbers and decimals in practical situations [NS/PS 1.5.8]
· (5)1.25 use a variety of appropriate strategies to estimate, compute, and solve mathematical and real-world problems
· (5) 3.8 A. make and revise predictions based on evidence [PS/NS 3.5.8] 

Activities:

SW, in their groups, estimate the number of forces necessary to win the Battle, from their side, either coming from England or forming with the colonists.  SW also compute the amount of time they think will be needed to either send troops from England or prepare the land for a battle.

Money needed for additional resources would also be estimated.

SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 1, Day 5 Theme: Viewpoints
Objectives:

· (5)3.7 investigate and describe how change is an ongoing process that can be seen throughout the natural world [E5C2; E5C3]
· H1.5.6 Identify individuals and groups responsible for founding and settling the American colonies.
· H2.5.6 Identify the events that led to the Declaration of Independence.
· C13.5.1 Explain that the Declaration of Independence, the U.S. Constitution, and the Bill of Rights, are written documents that are the foundation of the United States government.
· 

Activities:

Using primary documents of the Declaration of Independence, Stamp Act, documents of levies, and the Tea Tax, SW, using any computer program of their choice, write their viewpoints about the documents and how they will incorporate them into their foldable.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

------------------------------------ Week Two: Implementing strategy ------------------------------------

Week 2, Day 1 Theme: Working together (1 of 2 days)
Objectives:

· (5)2.10 create a document including a graphic using basic formatting techniques that demonstrate the ability to type, edit, and print [NS 2.5.2]:
· (5)2.13 search a database to locate specific information (e.g. electronic sources, telephone book, encyclopedia, and library card catalog) [NS 2.3.3] 
· (5)2.14 use technological learning tools to enhance and extend learning and achievement through the development of effective communication skills

Activities:

SW create a power point demonstration the focuses on their viewpoints and ideals learned for their "side".  SW divide up the work so each student is responsible for a portion of the power point.  TW give students locations for primary documents for them to explore on the internet.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 2, Day 2 Theme: Working together (2 of 2 days)
Objectives:

· 5)2.10 create a document including a graphic using basic formatting techniques that demonstrate the ability to type, edit, and print [NS 2.5.2]:

· (5)2.13 search a database to locate specific information (e.g. electronic sources, telephone book, encyclopedia, and library card catalog) [NS 2.3.3] 

· (5)2.14 use technological learning tools to enhance and extend learning and achievement through the development of effective communication skills

Activities:

SW create a power point demonstration the focuses on their viewpoints and ideals learned for their "side".  SW divide up the work so each student is responsible for a portion of the power point.  TW give students locations for primary documents for them to explore on the internet.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 2, Day 3 Theme: Visual Diorama
Objectives:

· (5) 8.4 A. contribute to conversations and discussions about a given topic (e.g., share ideas and opinions) [NS 8.5.4] 
· (5) 3.9 A. make connections to self, other text, and/or the world [NS 3.5.9]
· (5) 2.3 A. select after-reading strategies appropriate to text and purpose 3. organize information (e.g., graphic organizer, outline) [PS/NS 2.5.3] 
· 

Activities:

In their groups, SW map out their battle plans, envisioning home and strategies for the battlefield.  (English- how best travel across the ocean? Colonists- How far away from our settlement should we choose for a battle site?)

Once the group has their game plan, they will construct a diorama that shows the route/way that their side is approaching the upcoming war and give details about why they made the decisions that they did.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 2, Day 4 Theme: Summations
Objectives:

· (5) 4.5 A. use information to answer and generate specific questions [PS/NS 4.5.5] 
· (5) 5.1 A. use prewriting strategies, both independently and collaboratively with peers, to plan written work (e.g., graphic organizers, brainstorming) [PS/NS 5.5.1] 

· B. consider audience and purpose 

· (5) 6.6 A. write persuasive essays and compositions that include 

· 1. a thesis statement [PS/NS 6.5.6]

· 2. relevant supporting evidence [PS/NS 6.5.6]

· 3. a strong argument without flaws in logic 

· (5) 7.1 A. listen for a variety of purposes including

· 1. gaining information [PS/NS 7.5.1]

· (5) 7.2 A. listen to and evaluate oral communications for 

· 1. content [PS/NS 7.5.2]

· (5) 7.5 A. listen to and evaluate constructive feedback [PS/NS 7.5.5] E. listen to and participate in conversations [NS 7.5.5
· (5) 8.3 D. defend a position using evidence [NS 8.5.3]]
· (5) 8.4 A. contribute to conversations and discussions about a given topic (e.g., share ideas and opinions) [NS 8.5.4] 

Activities:

SW present their written summations within their group.  Audience will be listening for information to best debate upon.  After each summation, the opposing side will have a chance to ask questions/debate major points.
SW journal about what they're learning and highlight ideas to include in their timeline project. 

Week 2, Day 5 Theme: Timeline presentations/debate
Objectives:

· (5)2.14 use technological learning tools to enhance and extend learning and achievement through the development of effective communication skills
· (5)3.7 summarize and share the research process and its outcome [NS 3.5.7]
· (5) 6.6 B. write a position paper supported with evidence
· (5) 7.1 A. listen for a variety of purposes including

· 1. gaining information [PS/NS 7.5.1]

· (5) 7.2 A. listen to and evaluate oral communications for 3. point of view [PS/NS 7.5.2]

Activities:

Students will present their extensive foldable (with at least 10 nodes) to the class and demonstrate their knowledge of the American Revolution.  This culmination activity will be inclusive of all of the material studied in the past 2 weeks.
------------------------------------ Assessment ------------------------------------

Assessment Description: Daily participation will be assessed as well as group members will assign a score to the other group members relating participation and group work. The diorama and timeline presentations will be graded on a rubric.
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