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Descriptive Characteristics

Unit Title: American Revolution
Grade Level:  FORMDROPDOWN 

Number of Days Required: 10
Unit Overview: In this unit, students will develop an understanding of the events that lead up to the American Revolutionary War and the events during the war that allowed the American's freedom from England. Students will discuss and evaluate decisions made by the colonists and look at the different points of view of each event. Throughout the unit students will think about the question,'Should the Americans have engaged in a Revolutionary War against Britain?' and will answer the question at the end of the unit using primary sources and other documents to support their argument. 
Scope and Sequence

------------------------------------ Week One: Events Leading to War ------------------------------------

Week 1, Day 1 Theme: Colonial Life Prior to the American Revolution
Objectives:

· H1. 3.1 Learn about individuals in the community and discuss their contributions
Activities:

From the [TEXTBOOK] (pages 118-119) students will read about colonial life directly after the French and Indian War. Students will discuss the question, 'What are the roles of women and men? How did they contribute to the community?' The teacher will record students response in a circle map. After the review discussion, the teacher will introduce the unit of the Revolutionary War. She will ask students if they have any questions about this unit and will record their questions. In addition, she will share a  question students will be thinking about and referring to throughout the unit, 'Should the Americans have engaged in a Revolutionary war against Britain?' 
Week 1, Day 2 Theme: Implementation of the Stamp Act
Objectives:

· E10.3.1 Identify forms of money used by people across time and place.
· 3.3.4 Determine possible combinations of coins and bills to equal monetary amounts (MATHEMATICS)

Activities:

The teacher will expalin the Stamp Act and the purpose for it. She will then have students look at money from the colonies. She will give each student the same amount of colonial money (reproduced by the teacher) and display different items they need to purchase to survive in the colony. Students must determine what they can buy [MATHEMATICS] and then purchase from the teacher. The teacher will allow some to purchase, some to get taxed and others she will not accept their money because it is not the money from England. At the end, the class will discuss how they felt not being able to purchase and how colonists felt during the late 18th century. Students will answer the questions as a group: Do you agree with the taxation? What do you think about not being able to use the colonial money? How do you think the colonists felt? Students will record their answers in their Revolutionary Journal.
Week 1, Day 3 Theme: Soldiers Arrive…Anger Rises
Objectives:

· H2.3.1 Discuss how conflicts can be resolved through compromise
Activities:

The teacher will discuss with students the repeal of the Stamp Act, but then the implementation of the Townsend Act. The teacher will read aloud the Eyewitness American Revolution text page 11 to introduce the Boston Massacre. Students will then listen to the Great Moments in History clip of the news anchor discussing the Massacre Events. The class will then look at different view points with the primary source 'Points of View-The Boston Massacre.' Students will create a 2 Tab Matchbook comparing the British and American views. Students will then discuss who they believe started the incident and if this situation could have been resolved in a different manner, such as a compromise. (Note: This lesson may take 2 days to complete depending on the time allotted.)
Week 1, Day 4 Theme: Unacceptable Acts 
Objectives:

· H2.3.1 Discuss how conflicts can be resolved through compromise
Activities:

To intdroduce the Boston Tea Party, the teacher will read aloud the text 'You Wouldn't Want to Be at the Boston Tea Part!' pages 14-19. During the read aloud, the teacher will ask "Do you agree with their actions?" "If you disagree, what solution would you recommend the colonists to solve this problem?" Students will then watch the Liberty's Kids Episode: The Intolerable Acts to develop an understanding of Englands response to Boston's behavior. Students will then look at the painting of colonists feathering and tarring of a British tax collector. In small groups and recording responses in Revolutionary Journal, students will answer questions such as, What do you think these colonists hoped to accomplish with this punishment?Why do you think they punished the tax collectors in this particular way? (Source:The Way We Saw It)
Week 1, Day 5 Theme: Colonial Life: Right Before War
Objectives:

· H3.3.2 Determine what it means to be an American citizen and describe the acheivements of famous and ordinary citizens
· (3)2.1 determine and explain that vibrations produce sound waves [P5C2]
· (3)2.2 compare and describe how sound travels through different materials [P5C2] [SCIENCE]

Activities:

The teacher will discuss the home life of the colonists, especially women. Students will then pretend they are preparing a party for Mr. Benjamin Franklin. The teacher will read aloud from 'American Kids in History: Revolutionary War Days' p. 56. Students will discuss the role of the wealthier Americans and the type of party they would create. Students will then look at one of Franklin's inventions, the Glass Harmonica. Students will experiement with this invention and discuss the vibrations created, as well as the different pitch that make a song from the harmonica. [SCIENCE]
------------------------------------ Week Two: Revolution, The War ------------------------------------

Week 2, Day 1 Theme: Push Toward the Revolution
Objectives:

· H3.3.2 Determine what it means to be an American citizen and describe the acheivements of famous and ordinary citizens
· H1.3.1A Learn about current or past individuals around the world and discuss their contributions

Activities:

The students will discuss the contributions of Thomas Payne and look at highlighted portions of the primary source 'Common Sense.' As a class, they will determine what the language in the highlighted text means and what that meant to the colonists.  The students will then answer the question: What do you predict the colonists will do in response to the pamphlet Common Sense? Students will then discuss in small groups how this would or would not encourage colonists to push toward separation from England.  The students will get into small groups and will make a tree map listing reasons for and against the war. (Reasons can be based on previous lessons as well.) 
Week 2, Day 2 Theme: Declaration of Independence
Objectives:

· H1.3.1A Learn about current or past individuals around the world and discuss their contributions
Activities:

The students will listen to the Colonial Williamsburg Podcast 'Declaration of Independence', which reads aloud the document. Students will follow along with the replica of the document on the ELMO. The class will then discuss what this document meant to the colonists and they will discuss the men such as, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin Franklin, and John Adams that played a key role in developing the Declaration of Independence. Students will discuss and answer the question in their Revolutionary Journal: What do you think was the motivation of these men to write the Declaration of Independence?
Week 2, Day 3 Theme: WAR!
Objectives:

· H1.3.1A Learn about current or past individuals around the world and discuss their contributions
· 5.3.2 Draft paragraphs about a single topic  [LANGUAGE ARTS]

Activities:

This lesson will look at the military groups of the war. Students and the teacher will compare British Soliders to American Soldiers using the book George vs. George and the website http://www.pbs.org/ktca/liberty/perspectives_military.html. Students will record their comparisons (strengths & weaknesses) in a 4 Door Book foldable. After students have compared the soldiers, they will write a short essay explaining which group has the best chance at winning the war and why. They must use supporting details from their foldable. 
Week 2, Day 4 Theme: Yorktown
Objectives:

· H1.3.1A Learn about current or past individuals around the world and discuss their contributions
Activities:

The teacher will share with students the different significant battles that lead up to Yorktown by reading Eyewitness American Revolution pages 21-33, 40-41 and finally about Yorktown 56-57. After students listen to these battles and discuss their significance in the war, students will listen to the Great Moments in History Episode 9. They will listen to the part where the British officially surrender to George Washington. As a class, they will discuss the significance of this event discussing the question, 'Will this event lead to the end of the war? Why?' After the discussion, students will record their response to the question in their Revolutionary Journal.
Week 2, Day 5 Theme: Peace Treaty with England 1783
Objectives:

· G5.3.4 Identify and example simple spatial patterns on a map (i.e. population centers, farmland, mountains)
Activities:

The teacher will read p. 60-61 of the Eyewitness American Revolution to inform students of the Peace Treaty with England and the land America gained from that treaty. Students will then look at a map prior to 1776 and a map of New America of 1783. The class will discuss the differences between the maps to include the amount of land designated to the colonists, who is in charge of the land and what problems may occur with the new land that has been given to America. Students will work in small groups to create a double bubble map comparing the two maps. Students will share their double bubble maps to the class.  
------------------------------------ Assessment ------------------------------------

Assessment Description: Students will answer the question that was posed at the beginning of the unit and was revisited during each lesson, " 'Should the Americans have engaged in a Revolutionary War against Britain?' They will answer the question in a format of their choice to include (1) an essay, (2) PowerPoint, (3) Video, (4) Foldable Presentation or any other format students may request. Students must include supporting evidence to support their answer. Students will be allowed to use their foldables and concept maps created during the unit to help answer the question.

Additional Activities: After having learned about the Revolutionary War, students will have the opportunity to have a closer look at leading people during the era. Students will complete a WebQuest called Amazing Americans, where they will learn about one important person of the time and try to convince others that this person is the most Amazing American This WebQuest can be found at http://www.milforded.org/schools/calfpen/jcox/wq/revwar.html. 

4 of 5

