Building a Nevada Timeline

Activity Instructions

Print a copy of the timeline posters for each group of four students. Have students use their pre-existing knowledge to place the posters in chronological order. When they believe the posters are in the correct order, have students check their answers by finding the actual dates of the events in their Nevada textbooks.

Alternatively, print each poster on a magnet. Give each student on poster, and write the dates of each of the events in chronological order on the board. Call students up one-at-at-a-time. When they approach the front of the classroom, have them place their poster on the magnetic white board under the date they feel best fits their topic. After all students have placed their events on the timeline, have the class determine whether the sequencing is correct or whether changes are needed. Change the order accordingly.

Answer Sheet
5000 BC
Paiutes may have first arrived in Great Basin

300 BC
Anasazi begin living on the Muddy and Virgin Rivers

1826

Peter Ogden was the first white man to enter Nevada

1830 Sante Fe explorers come to Las Vegas via the Old Spanish Trail

1843 John C. Frémont leads a mapmaking expedition into Nevada

1846

Donner Party travels across Utah and Nevada

1850

Nevada is part of the Utah Territory

1855

Mormons build a fort in Las Vegas

1859

Comstock Lode discovered

1864

Nevada becomes the 36th US state

1902
1800 acre Stewart Ranch is sold to San Pedro, Los Angeles, and Salt Lake Railroad

1905 City of Las Vegas lot auction

1931 Gambling legalized in Nevada

1935

President Roosevelt dedicates Boulder (Hoover) Dam

1951

Nevada Test Site opens
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